Hemorrhagic cerebellar metastasis from papillary thyroid carcinoma.
Papillary thyroid carcinoma has a low incidence of distant metastases. Brain metastasis is extremely rare with a frequency of 0.1-1.3%. In the present series, the rate was 1.5%, only two cases had cerebral metastases in 136 patients with papillary thyroid carcinoma from January 1988 to April 1998. Cerebellar metastasis is even rarer, and solitary cerebellar metastasis has not been reported to the best of our knowledge. Two cases of papillary thyroid carcinoma with cerebellar metastases presenting as tumor hemorrhage are reported. In one patient, the lesion was in the bilateral cerebellar hemispheres with obstructive hydrocephalus. After operation, the patient had an uneventful course with recovery of her consciousness. In the other, the solitary lesion was in the left cerebellar hemisphere without obstructive hydrocephalus. After surgical treatment, the patient had a smooth course with resolution of his neurological deficit. It shows the importance of surgery in the management of a hemorrhagic cerebellar metastasis from papillary thyroid carcinoma, not only in reducing acute aggravating cerebral symptoms, but also in prolonging survival time.